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Welcome to Grace!

We're glad you've joined us as we gather to be encountered by God in Word and Sacrament. We
believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of love and
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates back to
the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but we’re
convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time.
We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Helpful information for first-time visitors:
 Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the entrance, on the right opposite the elevator.
 Our staffed nursery for children 4 and younger is on the right past the restrooms.
 Clipboards with crayons and activity sheets are on a table in the Narthex (Lobby). Other
activities for young children are in the pink and blue totes.
 Our pastor enjoys meeting visitors. Please introduce yourself.
Please sign the Friendship Register located on the pew, next to the center aisle, and pass it to the
person next to you during the Offering portion of the service.
We provide Name Tags for frequent visitors as well as members. If you would like one, please
contact our Office Assistant (office@gracelutherancu.org).
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

As We Gather: The first and second readings and psalm are the same this Sunday every
year: Christ emptying himself of divine power and protection, willingly becoming
vulnerable to those who will put him to death. This is the true meaning of Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, with the crowds shouting “Hosanna,” a Hebrew word
used here to mean, “Our salvation has come!” The crowds are right, but not in the way
they think. Soon they will be shouting, “Crucify him!” when he doesn’t live up to their
image of a savior. But through his crucifixion their salvation, and ours, has indeed come.
Note: This bulletin is available electronically on the worship menu of the Grace web site.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Gathering
Prelude
Each worshiper should have a palm branch distributed by the ushers. Please gather in the
Narthex before the service begins. We will process into the Sanctuary
during the Processional Hymn.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessing of the Palms
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today
he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry
them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his
death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Procession

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
The congregation processes into the church, waving their palm branches and singing the
processional hymn. (Please see next page for hymn).

Gathering Hymn

ELW 344

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who
with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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Word
First Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9a

This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience in the midst of
persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a remnant of
faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems.

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
4

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody

Psalm 31:9-16

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
11
I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
15
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
9

Second Reading

Philippians 2:5-11

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his incarnation as a
human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
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Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
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5

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Processional

Oh, Love, How Deep (v.1)

Gospel

ELW 322

Luke 19:28-40

Entrance into the final days

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 19th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
32
So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said,
“The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on
28
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the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the
road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds
of power that they had seen, 38saying,
“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”
40
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Recessional

Oh, Love, How Deep (v.7)

ELW 322

The assembly is seated.

Children’s Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp
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The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day

My Song Is Love Unknown

LBW 94

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
8

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in Christ’s passover from death to new life, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition concludes:

… Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

Attend to the needs of the whole world with your saving grace, and lead us all into new
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words. After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Meal
Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
At this time, please fill out the Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you if you
have not already done so. When all have signed the Register, please return it to the center aisle
for later collection.
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Offertory
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
Generous God,
you feed us with the harvest of the land,
and you provide for our every need.
Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor,
and transform them into a feast that welcomes all,
in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.
You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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☩

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly is seated.

Communion

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming us
into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those
who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. Those who
do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your
hands as a sign to the pastor that you would like a blessing.
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note:
gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) To receive wine, take an
empty glass from the acolyte and proceed to a deacon with a pouring chalice. (Pre-poured glasses of
grape juice are also available from the acolytes). Place your used glass in the basket provided near
the stairs on the side you leave. Please notify an usher if you need to have communion brought to you
in your seat.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymns

ELW 241
ELW 616

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé)
The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.
Tender and merciful one,
at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing,
turning our emptiness into joy.
Filled with your abundant grace,
send us now to be ministers of reconciliation,
mending broken hearts, working for justice,
and striving for peace among all people,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Sending
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

ELW 346

Ride On, Ride On, In Majesty
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Announcements
Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
Reader:
Deacons:

Director of Music:
Organ:
Sound Technician:
Counters:

Pastor Chris Repp
Becky Kasten
Karen Krusa
Lois Wilken
Meg Loven
Acolytes:
Nolan Miller
Andrew Anderson
Crucifer:
Walter Pankau
Director of Youth and Congregational
Life:
Caitlyn Reinders
Communications Specialist:
Virginia Lehmann
Office Assistant:
Chris Alcorn

Communion Bread:
Nursery Coordinator:
Nursery Assistants:

Jon Arnold
Dana Robinson
Kevin Vail
Jim Anderson
Royce Wilken
Eileen Herrstrom
Paula Miller
Melissa Goldman
Jillian Devine

Coffee Hour:

Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105, and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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Continuing Holy Week Worship Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m.
Service with Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 19, at 7:00 p.m.
Tenebrae: Service of Gradual Darkness

Easter Vigil, April 20, at 7:00 p.m.

Service of Readings, Remembrance of Baptism, and Holy Communion

Easter Morning, April 21, at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
A Celebration of Jesus’s Resurrection with Holy Communion

