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Welcome to Grace!

We're glad you've joined us as we gather to be encountered by God in Word and Sacrament. We
believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of love and
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates back to
the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but we’re
convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time.
We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Helpful information for first-time visitors:
 Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the entrance, on the right opposite the elevator.
 Our staffed nursery for children 4 and younger is on the right past the restrooms.
 Clipboards with crayons and activity sheets are on a table in the Narthex (Lobby). Other
activities for young children are in the pink and blue totes.
 Our pastor enjoys meeting visitors. Please introduce yourself.
Please sign the Friendship Register located on the pew, next to the center aisle, and pass it to the
person next to you during the Offering portion of the service.
We provide Name Tags for frequent visitors as well as members. If you would like one, please
contact our Office Assistant (office@gracelutherancu.org).
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Red Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

As We Gather: Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in
great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up
for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.”
Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With
them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming,
and the advent of our Lord in word and supper.
Note: This bulletin is available electronically on the worship menu of the Grace web site.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Gathering
Prelude
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

Gathering Hymn
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Hark, the Glad Sound!

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations
to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and
the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath.
Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and
welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be
God forever. Amen.

Advent Lighting Hymn
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (v. 1)
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First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future
name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now working salvation for Israel.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 25:1-10

To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
1
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Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them.
In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this
growing church.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
12
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all,
just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that
you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.
9

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day
there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand
boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
33
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,
35
like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of
creation.
Each petition concludes:

… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words. After the Peace, the assembly is seated.
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Meal
Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
At this time, please fill out the Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you if you
have not already done so. When all have signed the Register, please return it to the center aisle
for later collection.

Offertory
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

☩

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly is seated.

Communion
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming us into his
body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those who are not
baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. Those who do not commune
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your hands as a sign to the
pastor that you would like a blessing.
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note:
gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) To receive wine, take an
empty glass from the acolyte and proceed to a deacon with a pouring chalice. (Pre-poured glasses of grape
juice are also available from the acolytes). Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on
the side you leave. Please notify an usher if you need to have communion brought to you in your seat.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymns
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Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal
The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Holy One, we give you thanks
that in this bread and cup
we have feasted again on your endless love.
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives,
that we may be messengers to prepare your way,
harvesters of justice and righteousness,
and bearers of your eternal Word,
our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Sending
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Announcements
Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
Reader:
Deacons:

Pastor Chris Repp
Becky Kasten
Nancy Marshall
Nan Groskreutz
Linda Laugges
Acolytes:
Nolan Miller
Walter Pankau
Director of Youth and Congregational Life:
Caitlyn Reinders
Communications Specialist:
Virginia Lehmann
Office Assistant:
Chris Alcorn

Director of Music:
Organ:
Sound Technician:
Counters:
Communion Bread:
Nursery Coordinator:
Nursery Assistants:
Coffee Hour:

Jon Arnold
Dana Robinson
Kevin Vail
Randy Laugges
Julie Johnson
Meg Loven
Paula Miller
Melissa Goldman
Jillian Devine
Repp Family

 Chancel flowers are given by Chet Alwes & Marlys Scarbrough 
in celebration of our 15th anniversary.

Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2018, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105, and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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