Third Sunday of Easter
April 15, 2018 – 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church

313 S. Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820
(217) 356-6232 ● office@gracelutherancu.org
www.gracelutherancu.org
Pastor: Chris Repp

Welcome to Grace!

We're glad you've joined us as we gather in the presence of God to be encountered by God in
Word and Sacrament. God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of love and
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates back to
the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but we’re
convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time.
We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Helpful information for first-time visitors:
 Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the entrance, on the right opposite the elevator.
 Our staffed nursery for children 4 and younger is on the right past the restrooms.
 Clipboards with crayons and activity sheets are on a table in the Narthex (Lobby). Other
activities for young children are in the pink and blue totes.
 Our pastor enjoys meeting visitors. Please introduce yourself.
Please sign the Friendship Register located on the pew, next to the center aisle, and pass it to the
person next to you during the Offering portion of the service.
We provide Name Tags for frequent visitors as well as members. If you would like one, please
contact our Office Assistant (office@gracelutherancu.org).
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Red Italics: liturgical directions
☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

As We Gather: The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the
risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal
we share each Lord’s day. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and
shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures:
the two main elements of our Sunday worship.
Note: This bulletin is available electronically on the worship menu of the Grace web site.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Gathering
Prelude
The assembly stands.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you
for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life
in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn
We Who Once Were Dead

Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

ELW 495

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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4

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
First Reading

Acts 3:12-19

After healing a crippled man, Peter preaches to the people how God’s promises to Israel have been
fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them
forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though
he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked
to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has
made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
12

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody

Psalm 4

Refrain(R):

Tone:
1

Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?”
3
Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me | when I call.
4
Tremble, then, and | do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R
5
Offer the appointed | sacrifices,
and put your trust | in the LORD.
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD.
7
You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
8
In peace, I will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure. R

Second Reading

1 John 3:1-7

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
3
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in
1

6

him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Luke 24:36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to
proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and
he took it and ate in their presence.
44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
36b
37
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the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

Children’s Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day

ELW 374

Day of Arising

Nicene Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
8

Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of
the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.
The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes:

… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy
Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The assembly stands.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words. After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Meal
Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
At this time, please fill out the Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you if you
have not already done so. When all have signed the Register, please return it to the center aisle
for later collection.
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Choral Anthem Christ ist erstanden

Michael Praetorius

Text: Christ ist erstanden
von der Marter alle.
Des sollen wir alle froh sein,
Christ will unser Trost sein.
Kyrieleis.

Translation: Christ is risen
from all his torments,
we should all be joyful at this,
Christ wants to be our consolation.
Lord have mercy.

Wär er nicht erstanden,
so wär die Welt vergangen.
Seit dass er erstanden ist,
so loben wir den Herren Christ.
Kyrieleis.

If he were not risen,
then the world would be lost.
Since he is risen,
we praise the father of Jesus Christ.
Lord have mercy.

Alleluja, alleluja, alleluja!
Des solln wir alle froh sein,
Christ will unser Trost sein.
Kyrieleis.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
We should all be joyful at this,
Christ wants to be a consolation .
Lord have mercy

The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Verse
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
11

who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly is seated.
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Communion
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming us into his
body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those who are not
baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. Those who do not commune
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your hands as a sign to the
pastor that you would like a blessing.
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle. Take a glass from the tray in the
center aisle and proceed to the next available spot at the altar rail on your side. (Pre-poured glasses of
grape juice also are available from the acolytes at the altar rail.) After receiving the bread, the wine is
received in your glass from a pouring chalice. Place your used glass in the basket near the stairs on the
side you leave. Note: gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor. Please
notify an usher if you need to have communion brought to you.

Lamb of God

Communion Hymns
By Your Hand You Feed Your People
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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ELW 469
ELW 488

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life,
and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Sending
(Sending Of Communion)

A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

ELW 391

This Joyful Eastertide

Announcements
15

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Pastor Chris Repp
Assisting Minister:
Jo Fleming
Reader:
Jo Fleming
Deacon:
Wally Duchow
Acolyte:
Paul Lehmann
Director of Youth and Congregational Life:
Caitlyn Reinders
Director of Music:
Jon Arnold
Organist:
Dana Robinson
Communications Specialist:
Virginia Lehmann
Office Assistant:
Chris Alcorn

Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Ushers:
Jim & Kathy Eckstein
Greeters: Steve Bremseth & Judith Siess
Counters:
Chris Kirby
Virginia Lehmann
Communion Bread:
Carolyn Pater
Nursery Coordinator:
Paula Miller
Nursery Assistants:
Melissa Goldman
Jillian Devine
Jonlyn Miller
Coffee Hour:
Deborah Miller

 Chancel flowers are given by Van & Kathy Bowersox 
to the Glory of God.
Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2017, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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